[Bioethics, the judge and public debate].
The judge, forced to intervene in an area which is on the edge of the law, has been obliged to seek references to guide his steps. Around three fundamental concepts (a person's dignity, individual liberty and protection of social rights and family) the law of bioethics has been built. This is a confrontation between the immense hopes raised by the idea of progress and the reality of the fears and possible misuse of science.